
SUNSET RIDGE SCHOOL
Home of the Hawks

35707 N 33rd Lane
Phoenix, Arizona 85086

Attendance: 623-445-7890

For Business other than Attendance: 623-445-7800

Parent/Student Handbook
School Office Hours: 7:45 am - 4:15 pm – Monday - Friday

The Deer Valley Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, sexual orientation, disability, age, or religion in its programs and activities. Revised 2/24/06



Vision, Mission and Motto

Mission
At Sunset Ridge, we support students emotionally and academically, preparing them to

be lifelong, well-rounded, critical thinkers.

Vision
Preparing our students to SOAR thru life , making the world a better place.

Motto
HAWKS SOAR

S – Safety
O – Ownership
A – Achievement
R – Respect

DISTRICT INFORMATION

Deer Valley Unified School District
District Administrative Center

20402 N. 15th Avenue
Phoenix, Arizona 85027

623-445-5000

The Deer Valley Governing Board meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month for regular public meetings at 7:00
p.m. in the District Administrative Center. Agendas are posted at the district office and in each school office at least 24 hours
before each meeting.

Deer Valley Mission Statement

The Deer Valley School District, in partnership with families and the community, will ensure that all students will graduate
with the knowledge, skills, and habits needed for success.
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COMMUNICATION AND PHONE NUMBERS
At Sunset Ridge, we believe that communication is a vital part of the educational process. When in
doubt, call or ask! We have an open door policy. Most
.











BUS RIDING/TRANSPORTATION
If you have questions or concerns about transportation, please contact Transportation directly at
602-467-5090. Only students assigned to a particular bus may ride that bus. There are times when
students want a friend to ride home with them.

● This is not permitted without prior authorization from the transportation department.
Parents must contact our transportation supervisor, John Duff (602-467-5095) for
approval.

● The Sunset Ridge office cannot grant permission for students to ride the bus.

CAFETERIA
Our cafeteria sells lunches to students using a ticketless program. Every student has a debit account that
they can access by entering their student I.D. number. The amount of the lunch is taken from their ticket
total. Parents can add money to the student’s debit account in the cafeteria before school. Parents may
write a check for any amount to apply money to the account. Lunch accounts may be used to buy one
lunch per day, any additional lunch items will be charged at the ala carte price. Students who forget to
bring a lunch to school or forget their money, can charge to their account as every child is in the system
automatically. We also offer a convenient system that allows you to credit your child’s account online. It
is called EZSCHOOLPAY.COM. It is fast and reliable, plus you will always know how much money is
available for your child for breakfast and/or lunch. Free or reduced breakfast and lunches are available
for families who qualify for assistance. For further information contact our cafeteria manager at
623-445-7814. Applications are sent home in the back to school information and are also available in
the office by request. There is a 1% fee to use this service.The use of someone else’s student I.D. is
considered illegal use of someone else’s property and may result in disciplinary action.

Breakfast is served every school day for students who wish to purchase. Students will be permitted to
enter the cafeteria at 8:30 a.m. to receive their breakfast. They will be asked to social distance at
cafeteria tables while eating. Students will be excused prior to the 8:45 a.m. bell to ensure they are in
class on time.

Lunch room procedures:

As in the classroom, appropriate respectful behavior is expected. Cafeteria rules are posted in the
cafeteria. Any student needing assistance should ask a lunch monitor, teacher, or administrator for help.

Lunch visitors: Lunch visitors will not be permitted until further notice.T
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A form called ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND VERIFICATIONS will be sent home at the
beginning of the year for parent and student signature. Students are not permitted to use the internet or
email until this form is signed and returned to school.

DANCES
Dances are held at Sunset Ridge for middle school students. These dances, which are chaperoned by
staff and parents, are fun social activities for students.

PROCEDURES AND EXPECTATIONS FOR y桵
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Coaches will supply all 7th, 8th, P.E., and Exploratory teachers with a copy of their team’s roster and the
dates they need an eligibility status for their team. Teachers will let the coach know on Friday
afternoons if a student is not eligible for the following week’s game(s). Teachers may simply e-mail a
quick note to the coach.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Parents are always welcome at Sunset Ridge. When visiting the campus, please sign in at the office and
wear your visitor badge during your stay. Parents are encouraged to volunteer at school, to accompany
students on field trips, and help at home by providing a study area and encouraging student
responsibility for school assignments. Parents are also welcome to join the PTA (Parent-Teacher
Association) and to be involved on campus committees such as CIT (Campus Improvement Team).
Information about the volunteer program will be sent home at the beginning of the school year and is
also available in the office. All new volunteers must attend the volunteer training and complete the
Volunteer Information Card and the Volunteer Service Agreement. Returning volunteers must complete
the Volunteer Information Card and the Volunteer Service Agreement every year. This information must
be on file in the school office.

PERSONAL PROPERTY/LOST AND FOUND
Students are encouraged to place their name on all personal belongings, such as coats, lunch boxes,
gloves, sweaters, etc. Lost backpacks, lunch boxes, coats, jackets and sweaters, etc. are placed in the
Lost and Found Bins located in the Multi-purpose room. Tiny items such as keys, wallets, jewelry are
placed in the office Lost and Found. Parents are also encouraged to check for missing items when on
campus. Unclaimed items will be donated to a local charitable organization several times during the
school year to prevent huge overflows of unclaimed items. A reclaim deadline date will be published in
the school newsletter. Please watch for these dates. Students are not permitted to bring personal
items, such as toys, iPods/CD players, hard balls, bats, electronic equipment, calculators, video
games, toy weapons, etc. to school, unless requested by the teacher in writing. We discourage
students from bringing large amounts of money to school. Sunset Ridge cannot assume responsibility
for the loss or damage to personal property brought to school. Your support is appreciated. (See
Student Rights
Rights
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● No throwing of balls in any areas other than the playground or field.
● Never leave the playground without permission.
● If you’re injured, get a pass to go to the nurse.
● Play games that are not dangerous, no pulling or tugging at clothing, no “play fighting”.
● No throwing rocks or swinging backpacks.
● Use playground equipment in a safe manner.
● No running on sidewalks.
● No jumping off bleachers or benches.
● No climbing or hanging from fences or trees.
● Only use bathrooms as needed, not for playing.
● No littering, please use trash cans.
● No food, candy, or drinks (other than water) on playground.

Jungle Gym Rules
● Take turns on all equipment.
● No jumping off climbing equipment, climb down correctly.
● No standing on top of monkey bars.
● No hanging from knees or dropping from the bars.
● When sliding, sit with your feet going first and only one person at a time.
● No climbing “up” the slides.
● No touching or pushing anyone else.

Swings
● When waiting for a swing, stand out in front of the swing clear from danger and not in between

the swings. No running under or between the swings.
● Count 100 swings out loud to get the swing next, student on swing must get off.
● Sit on swings and keep hands on chains.
● No jumping off of swings.
● No twisting or swinging sideways.
● When swinging, face the Jungle Gym.
● No throwing or swinging swings.
● No pushing or spinning students on swings.

Sand Area
● No playing ball games or chasing in the sand area. Use the field area.
● Leave sand in the sand area; knock off sand from clothes and empty shoes before leaving.
● Fill in holes dug in the sand area.
● Avoid playing in wet, muddy areas.
● No burying students in sand.
● No throwing sand.
● Don’t move the rocks, leave them in sand area.

Field Area Rules
● Be courteous to other students and the games they are playing.
● No kicking or playing with balls near fences, parking lots, or ramadas.
● No jumping the fence to retrieve balls. They will be collected after school.
● No hanging from soccer goal posts.
● No tackle football or games that involve tackling.
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● No tumbling: cartwheels, round offs, etc.
● No bats at school.

4 Square Rules
The object of this game is to keep the ball going into the different squares by pushing with hands. NO
catching!

● No taking cuts or giving someone else your square.
● No teaming up against each other. The object is to get to be the server. It is not a team game.
● Server must bounce and hit the ball, and can serve to any square.
● If the ball lands on a line, it is out.
● When the bell rings, all play must stop, and the balls are returned.
● No playing after the bell has rung.

POWERSCHOOLS STUDENT INFORMATION SYSTEM
PowerSchool is a web-based student information system used to connect home and school.
PowerSchool gives parents and students access to real-time information-like grades and attendance
information-and provides a secure way to communicate with teachers from home.

PROMOTION/RETENTION - 7TH & 8TH GRADE
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STUDENT DRESS GUIDELINES
Any attire that detracts from the learning environment is not acceptable. Students should dress in a
manner that, in addition to the following guidelines, takes into consideration the educational
environment, safety, health, and welfare of self and others.

● Clothing must cover the entire buttocks. Shirts and tops may not expose bare midriffs, bare
shoulders, nor be deeply or narrowly cut in the front, back, or under the arms. Halter tops,
spaghetti straps, and strapless tops are not acceptable. Clothing that exposes undergarments will
not be tolerated for ma�
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(See DVUSD Student Rights & Responsibilities Handbook)

TELEPHONE USE
It is important that classroom interruptions be kept to a minimum. It is the responsibility of the student
to check at the office for forgotten lunches and/or homework. Students will not be called from class to
answer phone calls or to pick up forgotten items. Messages will be delivered in

will
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO YOUR CHILD’S HOMEROOM TEACHER BY AUGUST
30.

By signing below, you are acknowledging and verifying that you have read and reviewed with your
child/children Sunset Ridges policies.

______________________________________ ___________
Signature of Parent/Guardian Date

______________________________________ ___________
Signature of Student Date
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